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the outstanding feature was the presence in the field of
some 100,000 ragged Turkish troops menacing all the
might of Europe.
Though much had been lost at Mudania, the Allies
still held certain assets and might have extricated them-
selves with some show of dignity and honour. But
after Mudania the Allied Military Command was
obsessed with the determination to avoid war at all
costs, and with a belief that the Turks were powerful
and, if opposed, would attack. As a result the enemy
gained the impression that there was a panic. They
intercepted urgent telegrams insistently calling attention
to the dangers of the situation. They saw fantastic
plots unearthed that were crude fabrications. They
knew of schemes for an evacuation to be carried out so
hurriedly that it would resemble a flight.
When the Commander-in- Chief took over from Sir
George Milne he had the whole life of the city and the
neutral area, in every detail, under his control. At
Mudania he agreed to evacuate on the conclusion of
peace. There remained therefore only two lines of
policy, either to hold the city and the area firmly until
the date of evacuation and then let the Turks march
in with flags flying and bands playing and risk the chances
of incendiarism and massacre, or to hand over gradually
and so avoid the shock.
Partly deliberately, partly by force of circumstances, the
second policy was adopted. The Allies had ejected the
Greeks from Eastern Thrace. On the 2ist of October
Rafet Pasha, with some gendarmes, was to pass through
Constantinople on his way to take over. He remained